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loyal of subjects. Mary of Guise ignored these
protestations. She was succeeding in attracting
the nobles to her side, and the Reformers saw
with dismay that the regent's army was swelling
rapidly. Having failed in their negotiations.,
Knox and his followers prepared for a resis-
tance which seemed likely to end in disaster for
them.
Courage returned, however, when crowds of
Protestants from other parts of the country rushed
to lend their aid in the defence of Perth, the only
walled town in Scotland, and one well equipped
to stand a siege. The regent became alarmed,
and halted her army at Auchterarder, three
hours5 march from Perth. Argyll and Lord
James Stewart, both of whom had vowed to
sacrifice everything in the Protestant cause, were
sent forward to treat with the rebels in Perth.
The latter had become emboldened by the
accession to their strength, but nevertheless they
still offered the same terms as before. If the
regent would permit them freedom to worship as
their consciences demanded, they would submit
themselves to the laws of the land. Knox did
not fail to point out to Argyll and Lord James
that God expected them to fulfil their vow to
fight for tBe reformed faith, but on this occasion
Ms words had apparently little influence.
The regent, meanwhile, had learned that Glen-
cairn, with an army of over 2,000 men, was on
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